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4 DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT  

In order to reduce the intake Methane to the LW face and Return a Ventilation change was completed on the 
15th of July. The primary objective of the change was to reverse the ventilation direction of the perimeter 
roadway as this ventilation circuit was introducing methane levels of 0.3% to 0.4% into the intake of the LW. 
To complete the change, the ventilation quantity of the intake road (MG103 B Hdg) and the LW ventilation 
circuit had to be increased to allow for the additional air required to change the direction of the airflow inbye 
of the LW face on the perimeter road. At 1:49pm the first part of the ventilation change was completed and 
this change increased the quantity of air along the LW face, as well as the differential pressure across the 
LW face. This change resulted in the goaf fringe being increased and additional gas pulled out at the TG. 
The inbye TG sensor peaked at 2.5% CH4, whilst the outbye TG sensor reached a peak reading of 2.71%.  

 

5 EVENT FACTORS 

Individual Factors Regulator at 3-4 c/t was opened over the duration of 5 minutes as 
the VO was concerned with his fatigue management 

Workplace Factors WRAC identified the hazard of pressure and gas. Existing control 
of real time monitoring of barometer 

Ventilation change was conducted during the barometer low 

Organisational Factors GRO-1316-FRM-Permit to Change Ventilation does not include 
consideration to barometric pressure 

Gas drainage system - less than adequate methane recovery / 
dilution 

Decision by IMT to bring forward the ventilation change by one 
day without adequate change management  

 

6 FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Through the LFI investigation the following was identified: 

• Originally the ventilation change was planned to occur while the barometer was high, however it was 
undertaken during a low. No change management was conducted or review if the WRAC prior to 
implementing the change, 

• GRO-1316-FRM-Permit to Change Ventilation does not include consideration the barometric 
pressure, 

• The regulator at 3-4 c/t was opened a rate then typically allowed for. 
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